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Mobilization and Political Dynamics: The Anhui Provincial General
Mobilization Committee during the War of Resistance against Japanese

Aggression
SUN Gong

(School of Marxism, Anhui University of Science and Technology, Huainan, Anhui 232001, China)
Abstract: Following the full outbreak of the War of Resistance against Japanese Aggression, the National
Government called for the establishment of mobilization committees at all levels to integrate nationwide
resources. In response, Anhui Provincial General Mass Mobilization Committee was established in February
1938, and became the core institution for mobilizing the people in Anhui during the war. Its emergence was the
product of multiple factors: the atmosphere of KMT-CCP cooperation in the early stages of the war, the New
Guangxi Clique’s practical need to consolidate power in Anhui, and the active promotion by the Chinese
Communist Party. Its unique organizational structure created a province-wide mobilization network that
extended deep into local communities. The committee carried out extensive work in logistical support, war
propaganda, intelligence gathering, and women’s mobilization, playing a vital role in sustaining both the frontal
battlefields and guerrilla warfare behind enemy lines in Anhui. However, with the intensification of the friction
between KMT and CCP and the policy shift of the new Guangxi clique, the Anhui Provincial Movement

Committee underwent a major reorganization aimed at weakening the influence of the Communist Party of
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China. Its nature and function underwent a fundamental transformation and eventually declined. The history of
the Anhui Provincial General Mass Mobilization Committee profoundly reflects the complexity of local
governance during the war, the internal tension of the national united front, and the achievements and
limitations of mass mobilization under specific historical conditions, providing an important case for
understanding the relationship between the state and society and the local political ecology during the War of
Resistance against Japanese Aggression.

Key words: the War of Resistance against Japanese Aggression; Anhui Province; General Mass Mobilization

Committee; mass mobilization; united front
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