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Translation Activities and the Impact of Anhui Translators
during the Late Qing Dynasty and Republican China
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(School of Foreign Languages, Anhui University of Science and Technology, Huainan, Anhui 232001, China)
Abstract: The late Qing and Republican periods represent a critical phase of rapid sociocultural transformation
in China, during which the translation activities of Anhui-based translators served as one of the key forces
driving this change. The paper aims to illuminate their important role in the evolution of modern Chinese
language, literature, and translation discourses, underscoring their indispensable contributions to China's
modernization. Using historical-comparative and documentary research methods, it systematically examines the
impact of the translation practices of Anhui-based translators during this era from the dimension of literary and
non-literary translations. The findings reveal that they not only extensively translated and introduced Western
literary works, but also brought into China important writings in fields such as politics, social sciences,
philosophy, and natural sciences. While actively participating in the New Literature and New Culture
Movements, they established influential literary journals and societies, providing crucial platforms for literary,
cultural, and intellectual innovation. Furthermore, their critical reflections on source text selection (what to
translate), translation strategies (how to translate), and translation purposes (why to translate) significantly
advanced translation theory.
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