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Research on “Tomb Sacrifices” in Ancient Imperial Tombs
LIU Yi'

(1. Huai-Chu Culture Research Institute, Anhui University of Science and Technology, Huinan, Anhui 232001, China;
2. School of History, Nankai University, Tianjin 300071, China)

Abstract: The issue of “tomb sacrifices” in imperial mausoleums is a significant focus in archaeology and the
study of ancient ritual systems. Based on a comprehensive analysis of various sources, “no tomb sacrifice in
ancient times” should be the true situation of imperial mausoleums before the early Eastern Han Dynasty. The
“Shangling Ceremony” in the Eastern Han Dynasty officially initiated the political and ceremonial sacrificial
activities in the imperial mausoleums. Since then, “tomb sacrifices” have been increasingly valued. In the early
Ming Dynasty, the sacrificial offerings in the bedchamber, which had been passed down for at least one or two
thousand years, were completely abolished, and the sacrificial offerings in the mausoleum were similar to those
in the imperial ancestral Temple. The transformation and evolution of the ritual system led to
misunderstandings among later generations.
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