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On Huai-Chu Culture
—A Comparative Theoretical Study in Relation to Jing-Chu,

Xiang-Chu, Ba-Chu, and Wu-Chu Cultures
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Abstract: As the historically significant region for the development of Chu culture in China, The Huai River
basin has accumulated a rich legacy of Chu cultural heritage over the centuries. The middle reaches of the Huai
River, centered on the Huainan region, holds a special position in the evolution and development of Chu culture
and has exerted a profound historical influence. It is the most important embodiment and representative of Chu
culture in the Huai River Basin in contemporary times. From the perspective of the river basin, clearly putting

forward the academic concept of defining Huai-Chu culture is of obvious necessity, importance and urgency for
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both the research on Chu culture in the Huai River Basin and that in the Huainan region. Only by analyzing and

clarifying the rich connotations of Huai-Chu Culture from an academic perspective, distinguishing it from many

regional Chu cultural concepts such as Jing-Chu Culture, Xiang-Chu Culture, Ba-Chu Culture, Wu-Chu Culture,

and accurately grasping its distinct basin and regional characteristics, can provide the solid and powerful

academic support for the inheritance and development of Huai-Chu Culture, promote it to be developed into a

new field with considerable academic prospects in the study of Chinese Chu culture, thereby not only injecting

new impetus and vitality into contemporary Chu studies, but also bringing new academic cognition and changes

to the development of Chu culture in Anhui.
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