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Academic Review and Reflection on the Act of Fabricating “Ancient Texts”

take Yang Shen's Evaluation of Tang Poetry as An Example
FANG Sheng

(School of Humanities and Social Sciences, Anhui University of Science and Technology, Huainan, Anhui 232001, China)
Abstract: It was a relatively common phenomenon in ancient times that scholars did not state the source of the
literature when compiling, selecting and proofreading books. They would annotate and discuss the variant texts
in the classics by saying “the original version was written as a certain character” or “the ancient version was
written as a certain character”, or express their own understanding of poetry and prose. However, the “ancient
editions” mentioned by some scholars are fabricated, and Yang Shen is a typical figure among them. Some
scholars' so-called “ancient editions” are not fabricated, but they have also been questioned by people and
fallen into the academic “Tacitus trap”. By examining the numerous “ancient texts” mentioned by renowned
scholars such as Yang Shen when discussing the variant texts of Tang poetry, it can be found that there are
indeed a large number of variant texts formed due to the fabrication of “ancient texts”, and these variant texts
are often more easily accepted by later generations, which has had a certain impact on the reading, appreciation,
collation and research of ancient books.
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